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1. Earth and Environmental Sciences Series is a separate peer-reviewed series of 

scientific paper collection of Acta Universitatis Latviensis, which follows general rules 
of issuing this journal. 

2. The Earth and Environmental Sciences series publishes peer-reviewed primary 
research, review papers, short communications and actual information on academic 
life in all branches of geography, geology and environmental science. 

2.1. Primary research paper contains new information and conclusions previously 
unknown to the scientific community. The results should be significant to the 
problem of geography, geology or environmental science. Paper should typically 
contain 5000 to 15000 characters with spaces. 

2.2. The review paper could be based on previously published information and author 
experience. The length of a short analytical paper should not exceed 5000 
characters, and 15000 characters for the extended analytical paper. 

2.3. The length of a short communication should not exceed 5000 characters.  
3. Every scientific manuscript will be reviewed by at least two independent referees. 

Manuscripts concerning academic life should be accepted by the editorial board; 
papers could be written in a free style. 

4. Corresponding author should attach the letter of notification about publishing of the 
article in the Earth and Environmental Sciences Series. The letter should be addressed 
to the Chief Editor.  Corresponding author is completely responsible for the contents 
of manuscript and represents other authors who agreed to submit the manuscript. 
Manuscripts submitted by doctoral students could be added by recommendation letter 
of supervisor.  

5. Manuscript should be submitted electronically as a plain text on the A4 pages, in MS 
Word format (97 and newest versions), with double spacing using Times New Roman 
12 font size, with 3 cm wide left and right margins, and 2,5 cm top and bottom margin. 
Pages must be numbered consecutively and the first line of each paragraph should be 
indented. A horizontal line should be drawn where the reference to the table or figure 
appears for the first time. The dimensions of illustrations and tables must be 
appropriate to the format of the journal, and should be appended to the text, together 
with a separate sheet containing figure captions. Each caption of table and figure 
should be understandable without reading complete text of an article. Each figure and 
table must be referred to directly within the text as (Fig. 3) and (Table 2). Colour 
illustrations are accepted if they are essential to the presentation. Authors will be asked 
to cover the full cost incurred in colour printing. Further information concerning 
colour illustrations can be obtained from the Editor. 

6. The manuscript should be organized as follows: 
6.1. First page: Title, name, surname, affiliation, address, phone number, fax number, 

e-mail address of corresponding author. 
6.2. Second page: 

Title 
Author(s) FIRST NAME, FAMILY NAME*, FIRST NAME, FAMILY NAME**  
* Affiliation, address and e-mail address 
** Affiliation, address and e-mail address 
Abstract 
Keywords 
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6.3. Third and further pages contain the text: 
Introduction 
Material and methods, or Methods 
Results 
Discussion 
Conclusions 
Acknowledgements 
References 
Tables 
Figures 
Captions of Figures 

 
7. The title should be concise but informative. Avoid abbreviations in the title and 

abstract.  
8. The abstract should be a short summary of the paper, comprising essential contents, 

methods, main results and conclusions. It should be limited to approximately 500-600 
characters with spaces. Citations in the abstract should be avoided. 

9. No more than six keywords (or short phrases) representing the content of the article 
should be included in alphabetical order. 

10. The text: 
10.1. Might be organised in accordance with the necessities of study and contain such 

sections as “Previous studies”, “Characteristics of study area”, “Geological 
section”, “Results and interpretation”, “Interpretation and discussion”, etc. 

10.2. Please acknowledge the source of finances, as well as people you want to thank. 
11. Tables. Tables should be added in the MS Word format on separate pages or separate 

files. Tables should be numbered according to the order of appearance in the text. 
Capture of the table should be the complete sentence which could be added by 
explanatory text. Number and title of the table should appear above the table, and 
explanatory text (if added) should be placed below the table. Avoid too large table 
containing more than 8 columns. Each table should be submitted on the separate page.  

12. Figures. Diagrams, drawings, photos and other similar materials should be designated 
as figures compiled to fit the A4 format page. Scanned images, photographs and 
drawings might be prepared using one of graphic applications and pasted within the 
MS Word document as images and not as the graphic objects. Use MS Excel or MS 
Word when producing diagrams. Avoid coloured background and outer framing, use 
be ¼ pt thick lines and same font size as in the main text. All figures should be 
consequently numbered by Arabic numerals in order of appearance within the text. All 
figures must have self-explanatory legends. Several parts of the figure (diagrams, 
graphs, photographs) should be designated by A, B, C, etc. Provide figures on the 
separate A4 sheets. Plan figures to fit the proportions of the printed page: dimensions 
should not exceed 125 in width and 170 mm in height. The height of symbols and 
lettering after reduction should not be smaller than 2 mm. Use filled or empty rings, 
squares and triangles as symbols within graphs. Do not use +, x or *. Column in 
histograms should be empty, filled with black colour or stripped, but avoid grey scale 
filling or pseudo-3-D columns. All figures must be clearly numbered and marked with 
corresponding author's name in the bottom right corner. Avoid lettering within the 
figure whenever it is possible; instead use symbols or numbers and legend below the 
figure.  

13. References. References should be cited chronologically according to the Harvard 
system using author(s)’ name(s) and year of publishing: for example (Menzies 2000; 
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Menzies and Shilts 2001; Menzies et al. 2001; Menzies 1999a, 1999b). It is possible to 
cite using such form as “It is important to note, that Dreimanis (1999) already 
described…”. Avoid citation of web-pages and do not include Internet addresses 
within the references. Citation of unpublished results is possible using author’s name, 
e.g. (Dowdesdell, unpublished data) or (Eskola, personal communication). All 
references in the list should appear in the text and vice versa. 

14. Style. Articles must be written in clear, concise English. Data provided in tables, 
figures and text should not be repeated. 

15. Units of measurements. Please use International System of Units (SI), commonly 
used abbreviations and symbols. Use negative indices in such expressions as kg m-1; m 
m-2 s-1, etc. Use numbers 1 to 9 as words except if used together with units of 
measurements. Use “to” between numbers instead of – (e.g., 13 to 22 m, and not 13-22 
m).  

16. Formulas should be placed in the middle of separate row. Formulas should be 
sequentially numbered by number in brackets along the right margin of the page. Use 
the same font as for the main text. Explanation should follow each formula in a 
separate line.  

17. Nomenclature. Each scientific term should be explained in the chapter “Material and 
Methods” and when it is used in the main text for the first time. In other places, e.g. 
repeatedly mentioning the names of organisms, generic name could be shortened to 
the first letter if it does not lead to confusion. 

18. Abbreviations. It is recommended to use only common abbreviations. Use 
abbreviations if term appears not less than three times in the text. Avoid abbreviations 
within the summary except if term is used at least three times.  

19. References. All references in the list should appear in the text and vice versa. 
References should be listed in alphabetical order of the family name of the first author. 
Works of one author should be ordered according to year. Provide full titles of 
journals. References to the works which were written in Cyrillic should be 
transliterated by Latin letters following by the note on the original language (in 
brackets). Examples:  

Journal articles: 
Enkerli J., Felix G., Boller T. 1999. The enzymatic activity of fungal xylanase is not 
necessary for its elicitor activity. Plant Physiology, 121, 391-397. 

Articles in the books: 
Hammerschmidt R., Nicholson R.L. 1999. A survey of plant defence responses to 
pathogens. In: Agrawal A.A., Tuzun S., Bent E. (eds), Induced Plant Defences Against 
Pathogens and Herbivores. APS Press, St. Paul, pp. 55-71. 

Monographs: 
Fahn A. 1979. Secretory Tissues in Plants. Academic Press, London. 250 pp. 
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